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New Rural Branch Manager  

Update… Extra 

A Newsletter for the Chinook Regional Library 

     With the move to Swift Current, Ashley Booth is coming back to her prairie roots.  The 
new Rural Branch Manager with the Chinook Regional Library grew up just down the road 
in Rosetown. 
   She credits her small town library with her career choice. “I was that kid at the library 
that would never leave. My local librarian was amazing.” Ashley wants to provide that ex-
perience to libraries across the region. 
   “Every library has its own personality,” said Ashley. “I want to get to know the branch 
librarians and the personalities of the libraries themselves.”  She added she can’t wait to 
visit all the libraries in the region and would like to spend three seasons of the year on the 
road. 
   Ashley has a Bachelor of Arts in English and studio art. She has a Masters in Library 
Information Science from Western Ontario. She has worked at the Saskatoon Public Li-
brary for five years in programming and fine arts. She also has worked as a medical librar-
ian but enjoys being a public librarian. 
   One of the biggest changes to moving here is the number of libraries and having such a 
big staff, she said. “This is going to be such a great experience. It’s a step-up in career for 
me.” 
   “I’m really excited to be here. I have missed 
small libraries and to move back to a smaller cen-
tre and to be with my partner and advance my ca-
reer. It all melded together.” 
   Ashley plans on helping each library branch de-
velop goals and meet those goals. “I want them to 
hit those goals and help them become better. I 
want to be an extra hand whenever possible, to 
help with programming, weeding, or whatever li-
brarians need help with.” She added she also 
wants to work on the regions digital imprint and 
help reorganize headquarters. 
   One of her favorite programs she ran out of Sas-
katoon was a family dance party. It was a half hour 
of songs and rhymes and whole families would 
come, she added. “It is a great way to enhance 
literacy. We had disco lights, kids would dress in 
their favorite costume, I would dress up in a tutu 
and crown. Younger kids get a grasp on language 
with repetition and associating words with actions. 
It was fun and silly and it really helped further liter-
acy skills.” She said that families where English 
was their second language saw a lot of benefit. 
   Ashley’s favorite books are from the Harry Potter series. “I was nine or 10 when the third 
Harry Potter was new. “It was more than just a story; it was a big part of my childhood.” 
   She currently enjoys non-fiction. The Truth About Stories by Thomas King was the last 
book she picked up. 
   Ashley enjoys painting. Oil is her favorite medium but it requires studio space. She does 
a lot of camping, travelling and enjoys going to music festivals. “I go to a lot of music festi-
vals. I’m a big music fan.”  



New Director at helm  

Jean McKendry retires 

Page 2 Update… Extra 

Chinook Regional Library staff gathered together for a June picnic to mark the 
retirement of Jean McKendry, former director.  Jean continues to reside in Swift 
Current. 

   Invite Rural Branch Manager 
 
    

If you have an activi-
ty or could use some 
direction, please e-
mail or call Ashley 
Booth, Branch Man-
ager for the Chinook 
Regional Library. 
Ashley can be 
reached at 
abooth@chinook.lib.
sk.ca or by calling 
773-3186. 

   “Reading and libraries have always been my passion,” said Kathryn Foley, the new 

Director of the Chinook Regional Library.       

   Kathryn took over the helm of the regional library in February. She and her husband John 

decided to move to Saskatchewan. “I felt I had something to offer. I knew prairie people to be 

warm and welcoming.” She has previously lived in BC, Alberta, Ontario and Idaho and said 

the move gives the couple another area of Canada to explore. 

   Her first goal is to visit all 31 libraries in the regional system. “I want to develop better lines 

of communication in towns, villages, communities and Swift Current.” 

   One of the attractions to Chinook was the one card one province loaning system in 

Saskatchewan, she said. 
   “The province has so much 
grass roots support and the com-
mon loaning system of the prov-
ince is something to be proud of.  
It makes sense and it is easier – 
everybody has been sharing and 
caring for the greater community 
of the whole province.” 
   “So many people in rural com-
munities are willing to learn new 
things and step out of their com-
fort zone.  I love that and I want 
to be in a position to support 
that.” 
   Kathryn has a wealth of life ex-
perience and eclectic back-
ground. I started out aiming for a 
career in the sciences and worked 
in labs and a pulp mill.  
   “I have been involved in librar-
ies and life-long learning. My 
background is in education and it 
was my first degree. I have taught 
all ages – from being a kindergar-
ten sub in the morning and a 
Grade 12 math teacher in the 
afternoon.  I’ve worked with sen-
iors and taught crafts in a retire-
ment home. “ 
   “I am interested in people, and 
enjoy collecting people’s stories.” 
      


