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Region offers tech help 

Update… Extra 

A Newsletter for the Chinook Regional Library 

   It is full S.T.E.A.M ahead for Rose Wang Noble, IT Program Coordinator for the 
Chinook Regional Library. Rose, works out of the Swift Current branch, and pro-

vides a variety of programs under the science, tech-
nology, engineering, art, and mathematics banners. 
   Each month, Rose focuses on a project that may 
be of interest to library patrons. “In October, I fo-
cused on the library edition of Ancestry.ca,” she 
said. “I went through step by step how to look for 
information on ancestors, how to do research and I 
give patrons time to do their own research. I pre-
pare handouts and assist them.” A total of 12 
branches offered the ancestry workshops over the 
month. 
   Rose works full-time between the Swift Current 
branch and throughout the 30 other branches in the 

region. She added while every month is different, in October she worked 11 days in 
rural branches. 
   Once a month, Rose offers Makerspace for kids and tech programs on Wednes-
days at the Swift Current Library. She offers additional classes with a variety of 
changing topics from Windows 10, YouTube to Instagram. 
   Depending on what the library wants to program, Rose offers computer, printer, 3
-D printers, iPad, iPhone, and other smart devices. Rose has also gone out to 
branches helping with Libby, Overdrive, Facebook, apps, and virus programs. 
   “I also give people 1 on 1 help. People can also book for 1 hour of help on any 
problem they are having.” Rose added she averages helping around 30 people a 
month with phone or smart device problems. 
   Born and raised in Taiwan, Rose is self-taught. “I was always into technology. I 
like to solve problems and there is always a way to solve a problem. Helping pa-
trons is my favorite part of the job. I love to help. Everyone is so happy because 
their problem has been solved.” 
    

Rose Wang Noble 

Learning Ancestry.ca at Leader Branch Library. 
IT tips at Gravelbourg Branch Library. 



Celebrating 40 years of service 
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   Chinook Regional Library staff recently celebrated 2 librarians that served the region for 40 years. 
   Linda Brown and Val Reinboldt were recognized at the annual staff meeting with flowers in thanks for their years 
of service. 
   Val, from the Fox Valley Library, said she has seen a lot 
of changes. “Block exchanges used to be a big thing. Peo-
ple waited for those like it was Christmas.” 
   She said the location has changed and was later ex-
panded. “We started in a tiny room. When the village office 
was built, they made a room for the library and then that 
room was expanded.” 
   And while technology and space may have changed 
things, Val continues to enjoy the library. “I love books. I 
love dealing with the people. Library users are there be-
cause they want to enjoy themselves.” 
   “I’m happy with how things are running. I’ve met good 
friends through workshops and it’s a good place to work.” 
   Linda Brown, of Consul echoed those sentiments. 
   “My favorite part of the job is working with books and the 
people that come in. You build relationships with the peo-
ple in the community that use the library.” 
   Linda added it was those patron relationships that got 
the library moved. “When I first started, we were on Rail-
way and there was no bathroom. I had a patron that went 
to the village and council decided to purchase the old kin-
dergarten school and we moved in side by side with the 
village.” 
   She added the biggest change was getting computers and automation. “Before everything was done by hand, 
stamping dates of returns, writing down patrons card numbers. The access we have to so many more options to 
books and DVDs. If we can’t find what in the library, we can order on line. I think that’s great. Years ago if people 
didn’t find it in their own branch they didn’t get it.” 

Gull Lake Branch Library 20th anniversary 

Janet Wickstrom, left, Sharon Dahl and Carla Orton, Librarian.  

   Gull Lake Library celebrated its 20
th
 year September 

20, 2019 with 49 guests signing the guest book.   
    Although the branch has been a part of the Chinook 
Regional Library since 1971, it has been housed in a few 
different locations over the years including Gull Lake 
High School, the McDowell Block, and the Cultural Cen-
tre in the north side of the Lyceum Theatre.  In the mid 
90’s the local library board started exploring alternative 
locations first in vacant buildings and then later decided 
to build in the lot north of the theatre.  Creative fundrais-
ing and local volunteer labor were involved and finally the 
dream became a reality in May 1999 when the doors 
were opened at 1377 Conrad Avenue. 
   The library has many wonderful patrons, but one patron 
in particular has gone above and beyond to assist in 
fundraising for building improvements, said Carla Orton, 
librarian.  Sharon Dahl has made and donated over 30 
library bags to sell since May.  Sharon wanted to do more 
to help the library so she donated a gorgeous quilt to be 
raffled. The lucky winner of the quilt was Janet Wickstrom 
of Gull Lake.  Due to Sharon’s generosity, the library has 
generated almost $700 in just four months!  

Director Kathryn Foley, left congratulating Linda Brown of Consul and 

Val Reinboldt of Fox Valley for 40 years of service . 



   From the Director’s Desk 
 

Amy Seesequasis gave an overview  of Truth and Reconciliation to staff. 

Burstall Branch  Library celebrates 40th anniversary 

   The 2019 Staff Workshop was a big success with 66 team 
members participating. Our focus was on celebrating Team 
Work, the truth about Truth and Reconciliation, Literacy and 
Librarianship.  
   We have a four-member management team of Business 
Manager, Peg Olfert, Swift Current Branch Manager, An-
drea McCrimmon, Rural Branch Manager, Ashley Booth 
and Director, Kathryn Foley. This is only one part of our 
team the rest are our Regional Representatives and each 
and every one of our wonderful Staff! We talked about the 
importance of communication. We cannot serve our com-
munities without the library staff but they can only do their 
job if they know what their community needs are, and have 
the support of Regional Headquarters to serve those 
needs. I do not forget the support of the Provincial Govern-
ment and the many organizations that also assist us in our 
provision of the best service we can offer. We are a Team! 
   Amy Seesequasis spoke from the heart on the emotional 
topic of Truth and Reconciliation. I was delighted to share 
with her some of the moving comments made about her 
presentation. Literacy was delightfully enhanced through 
Tekelya Friday’s session with puppets, books, literacy kits 
and more! Andrea presented sessions on Privacy and The 
Reference Interview; Ashley on helpful hints on using Pola-
ris, our library loaning system. All were well received and 
the day kept moving thanks to Peg’s organization of regis-
tration and wonderful catered food and beverages. 
   For Ashley and Kathryn’s first all staff workshop we were 
very pleased with the outcome. The Team is stronger for 
the in person sharing and networking. We look forward to a 
productive winter. 
   Our focus is to bring equitable service to all. We want to 
support and train all of our staff so that no matter the library 
you walk into service is the same. 

 
Kathryn Foley - Director 

Small group sessions at the Chinook Regional  Library staff meeting. 

   Burstall Branch Library celebrated its 40th anniversary  and 
the grand opening of the library’s new location on Thursday, 
August 29.   
   Burstall Branch opened its doors for the first time on August 
30, 1979 with Judy Winter as librarian.  Karen Dieterle is the 
current librarian. 
   The first library was located in the old curling rink.  In Octo-
ber of 1999, the library was moved to the old credit union 
building and in March of this year moved into the old Town of 
Burstall-R.M. of Deerforks #232 building. 
   Members of the Burstall Library Board are: Janet Albrecht - 
Chairperson, Diane Hoffart - Vice Chairperson, Debbie Nime-
geers - Treasurer, R.M. of Deerforks #232- representative - 
Owen Wittig, Town of Burstall representative - Darcy Job and 
member Rita Mardian. 
   Greetings were brought by Tegan Bodnarchuk - Mayor, Ow-
en Wittig - R.M. of Deerforks #232, Bill Albrecht - Burstall Li-
ons Club, Barb Becker - Bordertown Lions Club, Wallace Win-
ter - Burstall Senior Citizens Association, Diane Hoffart - Bur-
stall Library Board Member, Pastor Shane Andrus - Communi-
ty Pastor, and  Kathryn Foley - Chinook Regional Library Di-
rector. 
   There were 50 people in attendance and a 40th anniversary 
cake was served with coffee. 

Janet Albrecht, Board Chairperson (left) with Kathryn Fo-

ley, Director and Ashley Booth, Rural Branch Manager.  



Around the region . . . 

The Swift Current Library Board held its annual Big Ol' Booksale at the 
Swift Current Mall on October 19 & 20. There was a great turnout and 
the booksale was busy all weekend. The board raised about $3000 that 
they'll be using to purchase new bestselling books. Charles Lotochinski 
won the board's 50/50 draw, taking home $290.  Staff were presented appreciation bags. 

Swift Current branch at Summer Games. 
Danny Kazam provided some summer programming. 

Tekeyla, Friday, programmer with the region, gave tips on literacy at staff meeting. 


