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New Director takes helm  

Update... 
A Newsletter for the Chinook Regional Library 

     From the time Kathryn Foley was 11 years old, she knew she wanted to be a librarian. 
An avid reader, a special silver “Junior Librarian” pin was created for her. “I know it was 
to keep me out of the senior library,” said the new Director of the Chinook Regional Li-
brary. “If I was allowed up to that room there would have been nothing for me to read as 
a senior.” 
   “Reading and libraries have always been my passion,” she added. 
   Kathryn took over the helm of the Chinook Regional Library in February. She and her 
husband John decided to move to the southwest. 
“I felt I had something to offer. I knew prairie peo-
ple to be warm and welcoming.” She has previ-
ously lived in BC, Alberta, Ontario and Idaho and 
said the move gives the couple another area of 
Canada to explore. 
   Her first goal is to visit every single library in the 
regional system. “I want to develop better lines of 
communication in towns, villages, communities 
and Swift Current.” Kathryn is well on her way, in 
the last six weeks she has already been to 13 of 
the 31 libraries. 
   One of the attractions to Chinook was the one 
card one province loaning system in Saskatche-
wan. “The province has so much grass roots sup-
port and the common loaning system of the prov-
ince is something to be proud of.  It makes sense 
and it is easier – everybody has been sharing and 
caring for the greater community of the whole 
province.” 
   “So many people in rural communities are will-
ing to learn new things and step out of  their com-
fort zone.  I love that and I want to be in a position 
to support that.” 
   Kathryn has a wealth of life experience and eclectic background. I started out aiming 
for a career in the sciences and worked in labs and a pulp mill. “I have been involved in 
libraries and life-long learning. My background is in education and it was my first degree. 
I have taught all ages – from being a kindergarten sub in the morning and a Grade 12 
math teacher in the afternoon.  I’ve worked with seniors and taught crafts in a retirement 
home. “ 
   Her favourite book is “Girl of the Limberlost” by Gene Stratton-Porter. “As a young 
woman I read it one or two times a year. It is a reaffirmation that anyone can start from 
terrible beginnings yet with education make a difference in life.” 
   She is currently reading books about Saskatchewan and is working her way through 
Sharon Butala’s books. 
   Kathryn also enjoys gardening, swimming, photography and exploring. John and 
Kathryn have already taken road trips to Beaver Flats, Saskatchewan Landing, Cypress 
Hills and Eastend.  “I am interested in people, and enjoy collecting people’s stories.” 



Sharon Butala to visit libraries 

Consul students explore      

Page 2 Update... 

Consul students had the opportunity to explore 

MakerSpace with Tekeyla Friday. 

  When her husband Peter, died unexpectedly, author Sharon Butala turned grief and 
loss into an intimate and uplifting book “Where I Live Now”. A Saskatchewan favourite, 
Sharon will be returning to the southwest to speak on finding renewal and hope.  
   Following the loss of her husband, the author found herself with no place to call home. 
Torn by grief and loss, she fled the ranch lands of southwest Saskatchewan and moved 
to the city, leaving almost everything behind. A lifetime of possessions was reduced to a 
few boxes of books, clothes, and keepsakes. But a lifetime of experience went with her. 
   Facing her new life as a widow tested her very being. It is with that experience of pro-
found loss; Sharon frankly writes about the solace and offers inspiration for other women 
that are rebuilding their lives.  
   Sharon will be speaking on grief, loss and rebuilding Monday, June 3 at 7 p.m. at the 
Swift Current Library. She will also attend a meet and greet at the Maple Creek Library 
Thursday, June 6 at 2 p.m. That evening at 7 p.m. she will read from “Where I Live Now” 
at the Cobble Creek Lodge conference room. The event is in partnership with The Good 
Foundation and the Maple Creek Library. “It was a terrible life; it was an en-

chanted life; it was a blessed life. And, 

of course, one day it ended.” —

Sharon Butala  

   SnapCircuits, Little Bits, Zanima-
tion and Mindstorm are just a few of 
the kits that are available at libraries 
across the Chinook Regional Li-
brary system.     
   MakerSpace encourages users to 
explore music, circuits, science and 
a wide variety of interests. 
   MakerSpace Kits were purchased 
by the Chinook Regional Library to 
enhance a variety of free communi-
ty programs for local branches to 
host. The goal of the MakerSpace 
movement is to "create something 
out of nothing and explore your in-
terests".  

Left, Kathryn Foley, Director of CRL and Andrea McCrimmon, SC Branch Man-

ager accept a $500 cheque from Shannon Johnson, with the Farm Credit Cor-

poration. The money will be used for French story time in the region. 

   Regional Library purchases Shakespeare resources 
 

   Chinook library patrons that need to brush up on Shake-
speare can explore A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream a number 
of ways before attending the Great South West Shakespeare 
Festival. 
   The region has recently purchased several DVD versions of 
the play as well as copies of the play for book club use. 
   The festival begins July 26 at Riverside Park and will run six 
performances per week until August 17. 


