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your comments and ideas. 

 

Dr. Jean McKendry, 
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1240 Chaplin St. W 
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Phone: 306-773-3186 

Fax: 306-773-0434 
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aged from Trustees, library 

workers, and all persons 

interested in continuing 

standards of library service. 

 

 

Please submit contributions 

anytime to Wendy Muri at 

Chinook Headquarters.   

wmuri@chinook.lib.sk.ca 

 
 

Designer of Provincial flag visits Southwest Saskatchewan 

Update... 
A Newsletter for the Chinook Regional Library 

     Anthony Drake recently visited Saskatchewan’s southwest to celebrate the creation of 
the Saskatchewan flag. Mr. Drake designed the province’s flag in 1969 when he worked 
briefly in Hodgeville as a teacher. 
   Out of over 4,000 entries, his design for Saskatchewan’s flag was chosen. Unfortunate-
ly, the 75 year old had never seen his flag raised as he had already booked his passage 
back to Britain following his teaching term in 1969. 
   Anthony and his wife Joan were living and teaching in Hodgeville when they both sub-
mitted entries. "I finished up fiddling about 
with different ideas and finishing up 
with 13 designs which I made by cut-
ting sheets of coloured paper. So in-
stead of trying to paint something, 
which would be a mess, cutting it out in 
paper would look more realistic." 
   The design was a simple one reflect-
ing Saskatchewan's geography. The 
"yellow blanket" of wheat is southern 
Saskatchewan, and the green is the 
Northern parklands. He thought it 
should also have Saskatchewan's offi-
cial flower, the Western Red Lily, which 
stemmed from the couple's interest in 
wild flowers. They still have the collection 
of wild flowers they gathered during their 
time in Hodgeville. It also contained Sas-
katchewan's Shield of Arms. 
   "That's all I thought it really needed to 
tell the story of Saskatchewan," he said. 
"And what surprised me, of course, was it 
is simple. And maybe being simple is 
maybe why it won.”  
   When the final design was unveiled, 
Drake's concept was altered slightly, with 
the lily moved from the left side of the flag 
to the right side, and the Shield of Arms 
also switching sides. 
  His tour was facilitated by Gail Hapanowicz, owner of Hodgeville Skool Inn & Hub. Gail 
moved to Hodgeville to convert the high school into an inn. After she learned the heritage 
of the flag, she undertook an 18 month search to connect with Anthony and get the 
wheels in motion for his return to Saskatchewan. 
  SaskTel sponsored a film of his tour. Coming Home: the Saskatchewan Flag Story prem-
iered in the region at the Eastend Branch Library and is available to be borrowed at any of 
Chinook’s branches. 

 
 

 

https://storify.com/tpl/fairebookprices-chat-thurs-march-31-2016


Fall Staff Meeting 

    Summer Reading at Gravelbourg 

Page 2 Update... 

Yoga in the Park with Denita Morin. 

  Over 70 Chinook Regional Library staff attended the an-
nual fall workshop on September 17. 
   The day provided an opportunity for staff across the re-
gion to meet and gather new ideas. 
   Forums were provided on genealogy,  NELS audio 
books, E-books, the Health and Resource Centre available 
on E-resources organizing a book sale. Staff is reminded if 
they would like to plan their own book sale, discarded 
books are available at headquarters. 
   Employees were also presented with a draft document of 
the Staff Information Handbook. The book was developed 
to give a one place resource for staff to look up general 
employment information and specific job related infor-
mation. 
  Staff were also advised that a new library website is un-
derway. 
  If anyone has questions or would like more information, 
please contact headquarters at 306-773-3186. 

  Along with the TD Summer Reading 
Club, Gravelbourg library offered chil-
dren a variety of fun-related reading 
activities.  This year’s theme focused 
on Finding Your Wild Imagination as it 
encouraged children to discover neat 
ways to make reading a fun part of 
their summer. 
   Some of the special activities were:  
Yoga in the Park with Denita Morin, 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic with Darla Bae-
dke, Storybook Times with Zoée Aus-
sant and Megan Tourgeon, Puppet 
Show with Tekeyla Friday, Action 

Songs with Jobi Nichol and other 
stories and crafts hosted by staff.  
We were so excited with the number 

of children and their parents who were able to attend. There were 32 children enrolled and our attend-
ance throughout the summer for the children’s program was close to 200!   
   Next summer isn’t that far away!  In the meantime, we are open Tuesday (9:30-11:30, 12:00-5:00) 
Wednesday (3:00-7:00) and Thursday (12:00-4:00) for you to borrow books and magazines, order 
books, get a membership card, or use public computers. Your membership card can be used at any 
public library in Saskatchewan and books can be dropped off here in Gravelbourg and we’ll send them 
back. Join us anytime.   

        
Your Librarians, 
Karen, Gisèle and Gloria 



Service Awards 

Climax Branch 
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Tribute to artist and painter Levine Flexhaug at Climax. 

    The Climax Branch Library held a tribute 
to local artist and painter Levine Flexhaug. 
Collectors of Flexhaug’s paintings came 
from Golden Prairie, Maple Creek, Frontier, 
Eastend, Gull Lake, Swift Current and As-
siniboia and Climax brought some of their 
collections with them.  
  Levine had done some of this painting of 
the very site of the celebration in the late 
1960s when his brother, Fernie and sister 
in law Marie ran Marie’s Lunch. The self-
taught artist painted 1000s of variations of 
the same landscape between the 1930s 
and the 1960s. 
   The event included the video Flexie! All 
the Same and All Different. Flexhaug made 
and sold his work in resorts and depart-
ment stores across western Canada. His 

Compliments for Shaunavon Branch Library 

  Hello Penelope! 
   Thank you ever so much for taking the time to chat to us last Thursday, and providing us with in-depth information 
about Shaunavon and the surrounding area.  Percy and I wish to express a big “THANK YOU”!!!  We were absolutely 
delighted with your lovely library!  (We also had a marvellous lunch at the Harvest Eatery next door.  Both of us sin-
cerely wish Portage had such a terrific restaurant!)   
   We’ll be doing a repeat of this tour of southern Saskatchewan at some point, (maybe even next summer!), and if we 
time it right, we’ll pop in to see you again.  In the meantime, enjoy the summer, and keep up your wonderful work at 
the library.  EVERY town should have as nice a facility as you provide!!! 
   Thank you ever so much once again! 

   Warmest regards, 

 Carole Gregoire-Voskamp 

Portage la Prairie Regional Library 

work has become much sought after by artists and curators resulting in a touring exhibition featuring 460 individual works. 
  The video reflects on the meaning of landscape painting and the position of Flexhaug’s work within the world of art, as well 
as a portrait of the disappearing milieu in which he painted. 
  The documentary was the work of Donna Brunsdale and Gary Burns. The cinematographer was Patrick MacLaughlin. The 
film is only available in Blu-Ray format and can be borrowed from any Chinook branch. 

20 Years 

 
STAFF: 
Lynne Bauman – Tompkins 
Liz Haubrich – Hodgeville 

 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Elaine Rogg – Pennant 
Lynn Doell – Chaplin 

 

 
 

 
 

10 Years 
 
STAFF: 
Maggie Brown – Mankota 
Cheryl Martin – Mankota 
Bev Seibel – Hodgeville 
Hilary Stark – Swift Current 

 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Gail Beuhler – Frontier 
Sheril Dietz – Leader 
Darlene Dyck – Central Butte 
Marg Gould – Central Butte 
Rita Mardian – Burstall 
Mavis Nicholson – Central Butte 

Betty Whitney – Chaplin 

30 Years 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Diane Hoffart – Burstall 
Donelle Morissette – Lafleche 
 
 
40 Years 
 
STAFF: 
Marilyn Turgeon – Abbey 
 



Across the Region 

 

Senior Tea Party at Swift Current Library. 

Leader Branch Library staff provided programming to a local 

Hutterite colony. 

Celebrating the library in the Climax parade. 

Robot party at Swift Current  Branch. 

Lafleche Branch Library was spruced up over the sum-
mer. Pictured is the children’s section with new shelving, 
chalk board and table set.  

Congratulations: 

2015 Award Winners 

Library of the Year 

Leader Branch Library 

Corner Library of the Year 

Hazenmore 

Honourable Mentions: 

Central Butte, Climax, Maple Creek & Morse 

 

Fun Friday at Central Butte Library. Children explored Curious George. 


