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Please write or call with 

your comments and ideas. 

 

Dr. Jean McKendry, 

Acting Director 

Chinook Regional Library 

1240 Chaplin St. W 

Swift Current, SK 

S9H 0G8 

Phone: 306-773-3186 

Fax: 306-773-0434 

E-mail:  

jmckendry@chinook.lib.sk.ca 

 

 

Contributions are encour-

aged from Trustees, library 

workers, and all persons 

interested in continuing 

standards of library service. 

#FairEbookPrices  

  

Update... 
A Newsletter for the Chinook Regional Library 

  You may be one of our library users who reads eBooks on OverDrive. Libraries are big 
promoters of reading, both regular books and eBooks, but it’s becoming more and more 
difficult to provide readers with enough new eBooks to satisfy the demand. Why? Libraries 
are charged 3-5 times more for eBooks than regular consumers, simply because publish-
ers believe that we have a larger usage of these books than the average consumer. Is 
that fair? Libraries don’t think so, and neither should you. 
  Recently, several key members of the Toronto Public Library, Ottawa Public Library, and 
Edmonton Public Library held a Twitter 
Chat to discuss this unfair pricing mod-
el and here are a couple of standout 
points from that conversation: 

 even if you don’t read eBooks, 
this tough pricing model affects 
your library’s budget for buying 
other materials 

 this type of overpricing is unsus-
tainable, even for libraries be-
longing to a consortia that allows 
us to stretch our budgets further 

 Independent eBook publishers 
have been leaders in providing 
reasonable pricing for libraries, but big 
publishers are still waging war 

 municipal governments are now joining in the fight to help libraries, but more needs 
to be done, especially if your local government isn’t aware of the problem. The Fed-
eration of Canadian Municipalities passed a motion at its annual general meeting 
calling on the federal government to take action. 
 

  Publishers and authors need to be paid for the license just as they would for a hard copy 
book. Libraries can’t afford to purchase 26 copies of one book, and yet eBooks can be 
distributed repeatedly, giving the impression that publishers are not being paid for the 
number of people reading. It is simply not true. 
  Libraries are charged more for lending fees for a book, but consider that libraries will 
often purchase an eBook, an audiobook, and regular print copy and a large print copy of 
ONE book.  And they do this multiple times. The author and publisher are being paid for 
these sales, which might be more than they would have sold without a library purchase. 
Sometimes, libraries purchase books that are not even read. In the end, we hope it all 
evens out…both for us, our patrons, and the publishers. 
  The Canadian Library Association sent out a press release with an open letter to 
Hachette Book Group, HarperCollins, Macmillan Publishers, Penguin Random House and 
Simon & Schuster to advocate for a pricing model that introduces fairness and flexibility. 
Please share with your friends, colleagues and constituents on social media and beyond. 
Your support is appreciated. 

 

https://storify.com/tpl/fairebookprices-chat-thurs-march-31-2016


Director Retires 

Summer Reading  

Page 2 Update... 

Have  you ever read to a donkey? Look for more read-

ing adventures at your local library over the summer. 

  In January, Heather Walker retired from her position as 
Director of the Chinook Regional Library. 

  Heather had spent 5 years with the organization; begin-
ning as the Rural Branch Manager. 

  About 20 people marked the occasion at headquarters. 

  Heather is pictured opening her very own “Heather” pup-
pet, a gift from staff at the Swift Current branch. 

  She retired in British Columbia and makes her home at 
Nanaimo. 

  In the interim Jean McKendry will be acting director. 

  This summer, kids are encouraged to es-
cape their everyday, step outside their or-
dinary and seek the unknown and untamed 
through reading. Whether it’s outdoors, 
outrageous or out of bounds, the unex-
plored is calling, and with TD Summer 
Reading Club books, activities, and an un-
leashed imagination, kids can let go and 
find their “Wild” this summer. 

  The program celebrates Canadian au-
thors, illustrators and stories. It’s designed 
to inspire kids to explore the fun of reading 
their way – the key to building a lifelong 
love of reading. Developed and delivered 
by over 2,000 public libraries across Cana-
da, this flexible program can be a part of 
everyone’s summer plans. And best of all – 
it’s free. 

  Participants explore recommended reads; 

track their own reading; connect and share with others across the country; read books online; join in activities; 
collect reading incentives; write jokes, stories and book reviews, and more. There are great resources for kids 
with print disabilities as well as for pre-readers and their families. 

   For years, studies have shown that school-age children lose many of their reading skills over the summer 
months if they do not continue to read while they are out of school. Summer reading clubs first started when li-
brary staff realized that they could make a difference. Studies have demonstrated that children who do not learn 
to read fluently by fourth grade will likely never feel totally comfortable with the printed word. TD Summer Read-
ing Club keeps children reading and library staff makes sure they have fun doing it! When library staff shows 
enthusiasm for the program, it is infectious and the kids have a great time. 



Freedom to Read 

Swift Current Branch  
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Hidden Histories presentation at Maple Creek.   Photo by John Bowie 

  Joe Wickenhauser, 2016 Sas-
katchewan Heritage Award recipi-
ent, was the featured presenter at 
Freedom to Read in Maple Creek at 
the Jasper Centre. 

  He spoke about gender and sexu-
al diversity in Saskatchewan. 

  Freedom to Read is a national 
celebration of choice, freedom to 
read, freedom to think, freedom of 
speech and freedom of the press. It 
is celebrated during the month of 
Feb. 

  Mr. Wickenhauser is the executive 
director of Moose Jaw Pride. 

 

Swift Current Branch Local Board Members Darcy Richards, Cecile Reyes, Peggy 

Drinkle, Retired CRL Director Heather Walker, City of Swift Current Councilor Ron 

Toles, Branch Manager Andrea McCrimmon, Board Chair Colleen Penner, and Sharon 

Peters. Not in photo are 3 new board members: Bev MacLaurin, Sarah Yeo, and Tanya 

Selk. 

  The Swift Current Branch Library 

board was reestablished one year 

ago. They have been actively 

working towards a number of 

goals; which included requesting 

washroom renovations, additional 

public computers, and an increase 

in opening hours based on the 

community’s needs. The new 

board is excited to be planning a 

wine and cheese fundraiser event 

with author Sharon Butala, musi-

cal entertainment, and great raffle 

prizes. They continue to advocate 

for the needs the community and 

are enthusiastic ambassadors for 

the Swift Current Branch Library.  

Senior Thankful for Outreach  

  The Senior Outreach Program has opened up a whole new world to Sonja Fortney. The resident of the Palliser Care Cen-
tre said, “I really appreciate them coming.” 
  “I used to do a lot of reading and I got away from that. I didn’t have access to books. But now that they are bringing books 
to the Palliser, my interest in books has come back again.” 
  Staff from the Swift Current branch visit the care home once a month. “They are really great about looking for books that 
you want.” Sonja added the staff brought her books from talk shows and books from her past.  
  “It’s opened a whole new world to me again.” 
  “They bought me books I read a long time ago and thought I would never see again.” She enjoys reading biographies and 
non-fiction. We are all handicapped here and finding our own books is out of the question. The fact that they find the books 
and bring them is just awesome I really appreciate it.” 
  She added she is also learning to use her i-pad and is looking forward to using ebooks and audiobooks.     Anyone with a 
library card can download books from OverDrive with a touch of a keystroke. 



Across the Region 

 

Building gingerbread houses at Herbert  Library . 

Nancy and Greg Currie at Arduino. The Swift Current class teach-

es basics of programming electronic devices at the library. 

Celebrating the new location of the Gravelbourg Branch. 

Libraries matter. 

Leader Library had a Mad Hatters Tea to celebrate Family 

Literacy. The event included tea, goodies and games framed 

around the 150 anniversary of Alice in Wonderland. 

Congratulations: 

2015 Award Winners 

Library of the Year 

Leader Branch Library 

Corner Library of the Year 

Hazenmore 

Honourable Mentions: 

Central Butte, Climax, Maple Creek & Morse 

 

Ribbon cutting at Gravelbourg. Left: Marcianne Hedden Board Chair; 
Gisele Punga, Assistant Librarian; Gloria Stringer Assistant Librarian; 
Al Chevrier RM of Gravelbourg; Toos Giesen-Stefiuk Town of Gravel-

bourg; Karen Frank Branch Librarian. 


