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Mo Sings Songs

John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt
John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt!
That’s my name, too!
Whenever I go out, the people always shout
John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt
da da da da da da da.
There Was A Little Mouse
There was a little mouse
And he lived just there (touch a spot on baby’s body)
And when anybody came
He ran right up there!
(run fingers up leg or arm for a tickle)
Little Rabbit
I saw a little rabbit go hop, hop, hop
I saw his little ears go flop, flop, flop
I saw his little eyes go wink, wink, wink
I saw his little nose go twink, twink, twink
I said ‘Little Rabbit, won’t you stay?’
But he just looked at me and hopped away
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Early Literacy Support
Play is the most age-appropriate way for young
children to learn. Playing with words is a great
way for your child to hear the different sounds
and parts of the words that make up their
language.
Help your child recognize that some words
rhyme, some words begin with the same sound,
some words end the same, and words can be
broken down into smaller sounds or
parts. Children who begin to notice these things
are developing phonological awareness. Most
children who have a strong sense of phonological
awareness have an easier time learning to read.
Writing suggestion:
Make rhyming cards for your child to play
games with by having them draw pictures of
things that rhyme, cutting pictures from
magazines, or printing clip art. You can use
large index cards or small pieces of paper. Help
your child write the word underneath the
picture and use the cards to play a matching
game.
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"Singing saved my
sanity!" ~ CRL Staff
The Ants Came Marching
The ants came marching one by one. Hurrah, hurrah!
The ants came marching one by one. Hurrah, hurrah!
The ants came marching one by one;
The little one stopped to suck his thumb.
And they all go marching down around the town.
BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!
The ants came marching two by two. Hurrah, hurrah!
The ants came marching two by two. Hurrah, hurrah!
The ants came marching two by two;
The little one stopped to tie his shoe.
And they all go marching down around the town.
BOOM! BOOM! BOOM!
The ants came marching three by three. Hurrah, hurrah...
The little one stopped to climb a tree...
The ants came marching four by four....
The little one stopped to shut the door....
The ants came marching five by five....
The little one stopped to take a dive....
The ants came marching six by six...
The little one stopped to pick up sticks...

Rhymes

Say nursery rhymes so that your child
hears words that rhyme. Emphasize the
rhyming words. “Twinkle, twinkle,
little star, How I wonder what you are.”
Help your child find rhyming families:
“Let’s think of words that rhyme with
cat: hat, bat, fat…” It’s ok if they find a
nonsense word that rhymes, such as
‘gat.’
Change the words in a nursery rhyme
or song with silly or nonsense rhyming
words. “Willaby wallaby woo, an
elephant sat on you” becomes “Willaby,
wallaby, wottle, an elephant sat on a
bottle.”
Play “I Spy” games with rhyming words
or beginning sounds. “I spy with my
little eye something that begins with a
‘f-f-f’ sound (foot),” or “I spy something
that rhymes with far (car).”
Sing songs with your child every day.
Songs break words down into small
parts and often rhyme.

The ants came marching seven by seven...
The little one stopped to go to heaven...
The ants came marching eight by eight...
The little one stopped to shut the gate....
The ants came marching nine by nine....
The little one stopped to scratch his spine...
The ants came marching ten by ten...
The little one stopped to say, "The End!"
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"The more expression and
enthusiasm the longer you will
remember the song." ~ CRL Staff

Musical Egg Shakers Craft

Materials Needed:
1 plastic egg
Rice, macaroni, beans or beads
Stickers
Hot glue or tape
An adult

Other Musical Instruments:
Drums: Use empty cereal boxes, coffee
cans, or wooden bowls. Beat them with
hands or wooden spoons.
Horns: Cardboard tubes with holes poked
in the sides will make different notes as
children hum or sing through one end to
create music.
Tambourine: Use a ring of keys or metal
measuring spoons. Shake them. Or tie
bells on a small aluminum pie tin.
Cymbals: Use two metal lids or aluminum
pie pans and bang together.
Rhythm Sticks: Use two wooden spoons.
Bang them together.

Directions:
Have your adult open the plastic egg. Take small handfuls
of rice, macaroni, beans or beads and fill the bottom of the
plastic egg.
Have the adult either put a line of hot glue and close the
egg or close the egg and tape the opening shut so it is
secure.
Let the child decorate the egg with stickers.
You are ready to shake it. Shake it up and down!
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Check out the Music Literacy
Bin for more musical fun.
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“Where words fail, music speaks.”
~ Hans Christian Anderson
A Cat Came Dancing

(https://youtu.be/jXVIP95uDAk)
A cat came dancing out of the barn,
With a fiddle under her arm.
She could play nothing but
fiddle-cum-fee,
The mouse has married the bumble bee.
Chorus:
Play cat, dance mouse,
We‛ll have a jig in our good house.
Play cat, dance mouse,
We‛ll have a jig in our good house.
A pig came dancing out of the barn,
With a drum under his arm.
He could play nothing but
diddle-dum-dee,
The mouse has married the bumble bee.
Chorus:
A cow came dancing out of the barn,
With a horn under her arm.
She could play nothing but
tootle-tum-tee,
The mouse has married the bumble bee.
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Music Helps Memory
Music is a great tool for the development of
language and listening skills. By participating in
music activities, your child can expand their
vocabulary and improve their attention span,
concentration, and memory.
Singing helps children develop phonological
awareness, which is the ability to hear the smallest
sounds in letters and words. When you sing,
syllables are broken apart and children can hear
letter sounds and rhymes clearly.
You don’t have to be a great singer to sing with your
child. If you don’t know melodies or words of
familiar children’s songs, there are a lot of websites
you can refer to. You can also check out CDs and
songbooks from your local library.
Old MacDonald Had a Band
(Tune of “Old MacDonald Had a Farm”)
Old MacDonald had a band, E-I-E-I-O.
And in that band there was a flute, E-I-E-I-O.
With a tweet, tweet, here and a tweet, tweet,there.
Here a tweet, there a tweet, everywhere a tweet, tweet.
Old MacDonald had a band, E-I-E-I-O.
Repeat with other instruments:
… drum… boom…
… triangle… ding…
… guitar… strum…
… violin… zin…
… tambourine… tinkle…
… maracas… rattle…
Be creative!
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"Seven eights are fifty-six, my fair lady."
This was a phrase often sung by my grade five
teacher, whenever we had trouble
remembering our multiplication. She would
sing it to the nursery rhyme London Bridge is
Falling Down. Many of her former students
still remember this phrase years after
graduation. It is proof that music enhances
memory function.

MOre Songs

At Your Library

Turkey in the Straw

As I was a-goin' down the road
With a tired team and a heavy load,
I cracked my whip and the leader sprung.
I says day-day to the wagon tongue.
Chorus:
Turkey in the straw. Turkey in the Straw,
Roll 'em up and twist 'em up a high tuck a-haw,
And hit 'em up a tune called Turkey in the Straw.
Went out to milk and I didn't know how.
I milked the goat instead of the cow.
A monkey sittin' on a pile of straw
A-winkin' up at his mother-in-law.
Chorus 2X
I came to the river and I couldn't get across,
So I paid five dollars for a big bay hoss.
Well, he couldn't go ahead and he wouldn't stand still,
So he went up and down like an old saw mill.
Chorus

Did you ever go fishin' on a warm summer day
When all the fish were swimmin' in the bay
With their hands in their pockets and their pockets in their pants?
Did you ever see a fishie do the hootchy-kootchy dance?
Chorus
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Love Pete the Cat books? Discover
more at your local library!
Pete the Cat Theme Song
by Elvis Costello
Pete the cat
He's one groovy dude
He'll put you in a happy mood!
He's got a funky style and a cool
attitude!
Pete the cat
Yeah, he's all that
He knows where it's at
Pete the cat.
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"Singing saved my
sanity!" ~ CRL Staff
Piano Peanut (Wow) Butter & Jelly Sandwich
Quick and easy musical meal

SERVES/MAKES 1 SANDSWICH

Directions:

Ingredients:
Multigrain oat bread or
substitute bread
Pumpernickel bread
Peanut butter, Wow
butter, or other nut/seed
butter
Strawberry jam or other
jam flavour

1. Cut the crusts off the bread. Spread the bottom
slice of bread with peanut butter, Wow butter or
other butter and jam. Add the top slice and cut
into piano-key sized/shaped pieces.
2. Cut the pumpernickel into cut smaller pieces and
place on top of the sandwich to represent black
piano keys.
3. Serve with a side of grapes or other fruit and a
glass of milk.
Other fun sandwiches to turn into pianos are tuna,
flakes of ham or chicken. Add shredded cheese,
cucumber and bits of tomato and mayo to make a
munchable musical lunch.

https://blog.thenibble.com/2016/04/01/food-fun-piano-peanut-butter-jelly-sandwich/

If I Only Had a Dog
If I only had a dog, I would love him.
If I only had a dog you would see
How I’d love that old dog.
We’d be friends, that dog and me.
If I only had a dog!
If I only had a dog!

If I only had a dog, I would feed him.
If I only had a dog, you would see
How I’d feed that old dog.
We’d be friends, that dog and me.
If I only had a dog!
If I only had a dog!
If I only had a dog, I would walk him.
If I only had a dog, you would see
How I’d walk that old dog.
We’d be friends, that dog and me.
If I only had a dog!
If I only had a dog!
If I only had a dog, I would brush him.
If I only had a dog, you would see
How I’d brush that old dog.
We’d be friends, that dog and me.
If I only had a dog!
If I only had a dog!
Hopping On Me
by Kevin MacKenzie
Hopping, hopping, hopping, hopping
Looking to see. What can it be?
Hopping, Hopping, Hopping, Hopping
FROGS! Hopping on me!

This Newsletter is supported by South West Literacy Committee and
Saskatchewan Literacy Network. Financial support provided by
Provincial Library and Literacy Office (PLLO).
Saskatchewan Literacy Network supports literacy in Southwest
Saskatchewan.
Mission -- Southwest Literacy Committee supports the development
and enhancement of literacy in Southwest Saskatchewan through
interagency partnerships.
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